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Connected with the boundary-stone, ellai-kal as it is
:alied, and I was told in one village that in the boundary-
stone reside evil spirits, which it is the object of the
:eremonies to propitiate. In another village I found
that there was a festival to a goddess called Ellai-
Pidari.1
(d) Male deities. Next to Mariamma, the deity
that is most universally worshipped among the Tamils
is lyenar, and, as already stated, he is the one village
deity, largely worshipped in the Tamil country, who
seems to be an exception to the general rule that the
village deities are female. In almost every Tamil
village there is a shrine of lyenar, who is regarded as
the watchman of the village, and is supposed to patrol
it every night, mounted on a ghostly steed, a terrible
sight to behold, scaring away the evil spirits. He has
always a separate shrine, and is not, like Munadian
and Madurai-Viran,2 simply an attendant of a local
goddess. His shrine may be known by the clay or
concrete figures of horses ranged on either side of the
image or piled about in the compound of the shrine
in admired confusion. The horses are offered by
devotees, and represent the steeds on which he rides
in his nightly rounds. He is regarded by the villagers
as a good and benevolent protector, of far higher
character than the disreputable Madurai-Viran.
Another male deity, of much inferior character to
lyenar, who is sometimes worshipped separately, is
Karuppanna. As a rule he is simply one of the
subordinate male attendants of the village goddess:
but in some places I have met with separate shrines to
Karuppanna, where he presides as the chief deity. At
one of these shrines worship was offered exclusively by
Pariahs? At another place the evil spirit residing in
the boundary-stone was called Ellai-Earuppu.
In one village in the Trichinopoly district, I came
1 See below and cf. p. 101.
*  VIran is the Tamil form of Vira, hero.
*  The chief group of Ontcastes in the Tamil country.
3